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lies, and as sucli the head of Christendom. "What
more efficacious way of refuting this reasoning than
by maintaining that Peter never set foot in Rome ?
For ourselves, we may approach the question with
the most perfect impartiality. "We have not the
slightest belief that Jesus intended to set a chief of
any kind over his Church. To begin at the "begin-
ning, it is doubtful whether the idea of the Church,
as it was developed at a later time, ever existed in
the mind of the Founder of Christianity. The word
ecclesia occurs only in the Gospel of Matthew. What,
at all events, is quite certain is, that the idea of the
cpiscopos, in the form which it took in the second
century, was no part of the thought of Jesus. It is
himself who, during his brief Galilean apparition,
Is the living episcopos: afterwards the Spirit will
inspire each individual sonl until the Master's return.
Even if any idea of an ecclesia and an episcopos can
be ascribed to Jesus, it is absolutely indubitable
that he never dreamed of the future episcopos of the
city of Rome, that impious city, that centre of all
the earth's impurity, of whose existence he was
possibly hardly aware, and which he must have